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Underground Parking at Home 
By BOB TEDESCHI 

Published: June 2, 2010 

Louis Coleman is director of sales for Vasari, a Guthrie, Okla., business that recently began 

selling residential car lifts. Hydraulic lifts in multicar garages are nothing new, but what 

makes Vasari’s system special is that instead of raising one car above another, it lowers one 

car into a subterranean chamber, allowing another car to be parked on top of the lift’s 

canopy (which now serves as the floor of the garage). Prices start at around $40,000, 

installed.  

O.K., say you’re a reporter who lives in the suburbs, 

and you want a Ferrari but your wife thinks a Civic 

is fine. Using a credit card she doesn’t know about, 

how quickly could you put one of these in my 

garage? Hypothetically, that is.  

To install it might take two or three weeks.  

You can do it while she’s at work, though, right?  

Yes, but she might notice the holes and the equipment when 

she gets home.  

Deal’s off. Start naming names: Who has one?  

There is a famous singer that has one. And she’s — no, I 

can’t. I can’t name names. We’ve got developers, people in 

government, entertainers.  

You’re killing me.  

I can’t. Sorry.  

What’s the biggest thing you’ve put underground?  
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We had one person who did a lot of entertaining, so she had a lot of catering trucks 

delivering floral arrangements, and she didn’t want to see that in her driveway. So they’d 

drive the trucks onto the lift and they’d drop off everything in the basement.  

So how is Oprah doing these days?  

Sorry. I don’t know that we’ve ever sold to Oprah.  

What would you qualify as an over-the-top use of your technology?  

One man had a giant outdoor grill that was blocking his view of the ocean, so we built a lift 

that dropped it out of sight.  

I would have gone for a see-through grill. Or maybe not. So you don’t just do 

cars?  

We can do anything. If you’ve got 747s, we could work something out.  

You’re in luck. I have two.  

Great. I don’t believe we’ve done a personal plane lift before.  

What’s the most over-the-top lift you’ve done for a car?  

One gentleman wanted his trophy car displayed behind his downstairs bar, so he’d drop the 

Maserati into his basement and drive it into his man cave.  

How about a Bat Cave — can you work that out?  

What do you mean, “Work that out?”  

O.K., I’ll say it: I want a Bat Cave.  

We’d work with an architect and a builder who’d structure the cave. We’d just be the lift.  

Just? That’s the coolest part of it.  

You know, people love their cars, their homes, but they really get excited about this toy. You 

can buy it for safety, or convenience. But when the neighbors come over and watch your car 

go up and down, that’s kind of neat.  

That brings up an important point. It’s kind of hard to show off.  

Especially since the garage needs to be closed when you use it, for safety reasons. 

Information: (877) 333-9334 or vasari-lifts.com.  

 

A version of this article appeared in print on June 3, 2010, on page D2 
of the New York edition.

The finest journalism in Chicago? The New York Times, 
as low as $3.70 a week.  

  

 

Find your dream home with 

The New York Times Real Estate 

 

Follow The New York Times on Twitter 

 

The new issue of T is here 

 

See the news in the making. Watch 

TimesCast, a daily news video. 

Ads by Google what's this?

Scissor Lift Rental Rates 

Large Inventory Ready for Delivery Visit our Site or Call 866-

799-7743 

www.RentLiftTrucks.com  

SIGN IN TO E-MAIL 
 

PRINT 

REPRINTS 
 

E-MAILED BLOGGED SEARCHED VIEWED 

Page 2 of 3Currents - Q and A - Underground Parking at Home - Question - NYTimes.com

6/3/2010http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/03/garden/03qna.html?ref=garden



 

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Autos Back to Top  

Copyright 2010 The New York Times Company Privacy Terms of Service Search Corrections RSS First Look Help Contact Us Work for Us Advertise Site 
Map  

 

 

Ads by Google what's this?

Garage Door Repair Today 

$20 off any service,free estimates 630-241-2481, 847-952-9298. 24/7 

www.advancedgaragedoorinc.com  

Related Searches 

Automobiles Get E-Mail Alerts 

MAGAZINE »  

  

Carly Fiorina Means 
Business 

FASHION & STYLE »  

  

Celebration at the Edge of 
Decay 

HOME & GARDEN »  

  

A New England House With 
Fluid Design 

OPINION » 

Dot Earth: 
What if the Oil 
Just Kept 
Flowing 
Two gulfs soiled with oil 
19 years apart send a 
message that remains 
unheeded, writes 
Andrew C. Revkin. 

DANCE »  

  

Still Dancing, Her Way, 
From the Soul 

OPINION »  

  

Allison Arieff: The Way We 
Design Now 

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM  
 

Page 3 of 3Currents - Q and A - Underground Parking at Home - Question - NYTimes.com

6/3/2010http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/03/garden/03qna.html?ref=garden


